MOSCOW   IN   THE   MAKING
the schools, in the technicians, and in the universities, and
maintenance allowances, varying according to need, are
almost universal beyond the compulsory age. There is com-
plete equality of opportunity, and complete equality between
races and between the sexes.
Moscow.  TYPE OF SCHOOLS.  ACCOMMODATION
Before the Revolution, the population of Moscow was
1,750,000. There were two hundred and seventy-four
schools containing 129,000 pupils, 7-3 per cent of the
population. To-day the population is 3,600,000 and there
are five hundred and sixty-six schools containing 545,000
pupils, i.e. 15 per cent of the population, equal to the total
number of children between the ages of eight and fifteen in
the city. But some of these schools are still running two
shifts. By 1938 there will be two hundred and forty addi-
tional schools, and then the shift system will be abolished.
The distribution of the existing five hundred and sixty-six
schools is as follows:
Primary . . .        .        * 8 to 12 years        go schools
Seven Year School, sometimes
called the Incomplete Secondary 8 to 15 years 42 schools
Ten Year School, sometimes
called the Middle School.        . 8 to 18 years 342 schools
Schools for different nationalities
i.e.   Anglo-American,   German,
Gipsies, etc-     ....                               92 schools
Special schools for the deaf, dumb, blind, and mentally and
physically defective children, are additional to these.
Although education was tackled immediately after the
end of the civil war, it was not until 1934 that the special
drive for new schools began. Between 1927 and 1934 only
thirty-five new schools were built in Moscow. These were
large, containing on an average 2,200 pupils. In 1935
seventy-two were built. In 1936 a hundred and fifty-two
were built, each with accommodation for eight hundred
and eighty pupils. All the new schools are ten year schools,
that is, they provide for children from eight to eighteen years
of age. The authorities have found from experience that
the earlier schools were too large, and that a unit of eight
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